Aetat. r>7.i        Johnson in Johnson?s Court.                    5
' I have no news to tell you that can deserve your notice; nor would 1 willingly lessen the pleasure that any novelty may give you at your return. [ am afraid we shall find it diflieult to keep among us a mind which has been so long feasted with variety. Bui let us try what esteem and kindness can effect.
' As your father's liberality has indulged you with so long a ramble, 1 doubt not but you \vill think his sickness, or even his desire to see you, a sulHdenl reason for hastening your return. The longer we live, and the more we think, the. higher value we learn to put on the friendship and tenderness of parents and of friends. Parents we can have but once ; and lie promises himself too much, who enters life with the expectation of finding many friends. Upon .some motive, 1 hope, that you will be here soon; and am willing to think that it will be an inducement to your return, that it is sincerely desired by, dear Sir,
' Your affectionate humble servant,
4 SAM. JOHNSON.'
' Johnson'H Court, Fh'et-stnvt, January 14, 1760.'
I returned to London in February, and found Dr. John-sui in a ^ood house in Johnson's Court, Fleet-si rout1, in which he had accommodated Miss Williams with an apartment on the ground floor, while Mr. Levett occupied his post in the garret: his faithful Francis was still attending upon him. He received me with much kindness. The
1 Murphy, in the Mont/i/y A'/WAV, Ixxvi. 376, thus describes Johnson's lift*, in Johnson'H Court after he had received his pension. ' His friend J.eveU, his physician in ordinary, paid his daily visits with assiduity ; attended at all hours, made tea all the morning, talked what he had to say, and did not expert tin answer; or, if occasion ret wired it, was mute, olHeious, and ever complying.... There Johnson sat every morning, receiving visits, hearing the topics of the day, and indolently trilling away the time, C'hymisiry afforded some amusement,' Ilavv-kiitH (Lift\ p, 45j),.says :•••-'An upper room, which had the advantage..1! of a good light, rind free air, he titled up for a study. A silver Htandish and some useful plate, which he had hern prevailed on to accept as pledges of kindness from some who most esteemed him, together with furniture that would not have disgraced a bitter dwelling, banished those appearances of squalid indigence which, in his less happy days, disgusted those who came to see him.' Home of the plate Johnson had bought. Set;/<w/, April 15. i?Hi,
fragmentshe turned his course From polished Gallia's soft delicious vales,' &c.
